
Literature Circle: Refugee 
 

“Some novels are engaging, and some novels are important.  
Refugee is both.”   ~ Ruta Sepetys  

  
 
Grades:      7th – 10th    
Day of Week:     Tuesday   
Time of Class:     3:00 pm – 4:30 pm ET 
Length of Class:     10 weeks 
Semester:      Fall 2021 
Tuition:      $250.00 
 
High School Credit (9th/10th):   .5 English – ELA – Elective - Psychology  
 
Class Dates: 
Week 1:  Week of October 4 

Week 2:  Week of October 11 

Week 3:  Week October 18 

Week 4:  Week of October 25 

Week 5:  Week of November 1 

Week 6:  Week of November 8 

Week 7:  Week of November 15 

Week 8: Week of November 29 

Week 9:  Week of December 6 

Week 10:  Week of December 13 

Make Up Week:  Week of January 3 

 
Instructor’s Name:    Eva Goldstein - Meola 
Instructor’s Email:    eva@writingteacher.com 
Instructor’s Phone:    305-906-2853 
Instructor’s Whats App:   305-906-2853 
 
  
 



Description of Class: 
Three different kids. 
One mission in common:  ESCAPE. 
 
JOSEF is a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the threat of concentration 
camps looming, he and his family board a ship bound for the other side of the world . . . 
 
ISABEL is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest plaguing her country, she and her 
family set out on a raft, hoping to find safety in America . . . 
 
MAHMOUD is a Syrian boy in 2015. With his homeland torn apart by violence and 
destruction, he and his family begin a long trek toward Europe . . . 
 
All three kids go on harrowing journeys in search of refuge. All will face unimaginable 
dangers -- from drownings to bombings to betrayals. But there is always the hope of 
tomorrow. And although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are separated by continents and 
decades, shocking connections will tie their stories together in the end. 
 
This action-packed novel tackles topic both timely and timeless: courage, survival, and the 
quest for home. 
 
Class Approach: 
In literature circles, small groups of students gather together to discuss a piece of 
literature in depth. The discussion is guided by students' responses to what they have 
read. You may hear talk about events and characters in the book, the author's craft, or 
personal experiences related to the story. Literature circles provide a way for students to 
engage in critical thinking and reflection as they read, discuss, and respond to books. 
Collaboration is at the heart of this approach. Students reshape and add onto their 
understanding as they construct meaning with other readers. Finally, literature circles 
guide students to deeper understanding of what they read through structured discussion 
and extended written and artistic response. 
 
This specific course is geared toward higher level thinking.  Each literature circle role is 
directly connected to the 11 elements of critical thinking: big ideas, rules, trends, patterns, 
language of the discipline, ethics, relationships over time, details, unanswered questions, 
across disciplines and multiple perspectives.   
 
The class will be a combination of reading comprehension, discussion, lecture and projects. 
 
BECAUSE OF THE NATURE OF THE TOPIC, STUDENTS ARE NOT ALLOWED TO READ AHEAD OF 
THE CLASS. 
Textbook: 



Refugee by Alan Gratz 
 
https://www.amazon.com/Refugee-Alan-
Gratz/dp/0545880831/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=refugee&qid=1609595413&sr=8-1  
 
** PLEASE DO NOT HAVE STUDENTS PRE-READ BOOK. ** 
 
Additional Supplies/Resources Needed: 
Microphone / Headset for Class Discussions 
80 page – single subject spiral notebook OR three-ring binder with 80 sheets of paper for 
interactive notebook 
Pencil / Pen 
Colored Pencils / Markers / Crayons 
Basic Art Supplies 
Access to PowerPoint (if student chooses this option) 
 
Requirements: 
A sensitivity to other students and any emotions that may come out during the reading of the 
book as well as discussions. 
 
Students are EXPECTED to participate in class discussions. 
 
Weekly Homework: 
Total homework time:  approximately 2 hours weekly 
 
Reading – Approximately 60 minutes weekly depending on the student’s speed. 
** PLEASE DO NOT HAVE STUDENTS PRE-READ BOOK. ** 
 
Written Work:  Interactive Notebook – Approximately 60 minutes weekly 
An Interactive Notebook is where students respond to topics covered, create timelines, journal 
reading responses and so much more. 
 
Homework Policy: 
It is expected that students will keep up with the reading to be able to fully participate in class. 
 
Grading Scale: 
Exceeds Expectations 
Meets Expectations 
Not Yet  
If parents would like a traditional letter grade, please notify the teacher by week two of the 
class. 
 


