
Make It Happen 
Activism in the 21st Century 

  

 
Grades:    7-12     
 
Day of Week:   Friday   
Time of Class:   11:00 am – 12:30 pm ET  
Length of Class:  10 weeks  
Semester:   Summer 2021 
Tuition:    $150.00  
 
Class Dates: 
 
May 7 
May 14 
May 21 
May 28 
June 4 
June 11 
June 18 
June 25 
No class July 2nd 
July 9 
July 16 
 
Instructor’s Name:  Shayna Hume    
Instructor’s Email:  Shayna.hume@gmail.com 
Instructor’s Phone:  7038353379   
 
  

 
 



Description of Class:  
 
“Get up. Speak up. Don’t give up.”  
 
Life in the 21st century is complicated. While we have access to an almost infinite amount of 
resources, there’s also an ever-growing number of problems. As a kid, especially, it’s hard to 
tell where you can make a difference. 
 
That’s what this course is about. In the last ten years, young people have made more of a 
difference than ever before. At 11, Malala Yousafzai began fighting for girl’s education in 
Pakistan. At 18, Emma Gonzalez spoke to the entire nation about gun control after surviving 
the Parkland School shooting. And over in the UK, at 15, Amika George saw that some 
students were losing a week every month of education due to the expense of period products, 
and subsequently were kept in generation poverty. 
 
While we may not be able to solve every issue at once, if we all take one brick down at a time, 
we can make a difference together. Together, we’re going to talk about how to be a global 
citizen in the 21st century, discuss the sustainable development goals of the United Nations, 
and, by the end of the course, begin dismantling one problem close to us.  
 
Class Approach:  
This is not a course to tick off a requirement on your transcript. It’s an elective and needs to be 
fully voluntary. I want to help the bold among you to channel your energy and find positive 
ways to make a difference, and I want to connect with the shy, to show you how just while 
being yourself, you can change the world.  
 
Goals:  
In this course, we are going to work together to make change. The base outputs from taking 
this include 1) Reading Make it Happen by Amika George and having book discussions, 2) 
Exploring which world problems you find a personal connection to or want to fix, 3) Becoming 
a better communicator through writing and speaking. The reach goal of this course is to work 
on a advocacy project you start on week 1 and explore how you can make a difference in your 
local community. Every week will included guided exercises on how to move forward, and you 
will receive weekly feedback   
 
Textbook:  
Make It Happen 
by Amika George  
audiobook, e-book, or hard copy 
https://www.amazon.com/Make-Happen-How-be-Activist/dp/000837760X  
 
 



Approximate Weekly Homework:  
1-5 hours depending on how engaged you get with your project.  
Beyond 1 hour is optional. 
 
Homework Policy:  
If I notice you aren’t finishing the chapters or turning in the few assigned homeworks, I will 
check in with you about your intentions for this course. If you aren’t interested in a grade, I 
will mark you Pass/Fail. If you would like a grade, you will be marked on the effort you put in 
to the required elements of the course. Weekly assignments for the course are not accepted 
late – if you miss it for whatever reason you can make up this with the optional work assigned 
in future weeks.   
 
Additional Policies:  
Although I am opening this class for 7th-12th graders, I am going to treat all of you as the young 
adults you are. You aren’t taking this course to learn a necessary writing or mathematics skill 
to graduate – this course is for those who want to learn how to navigate the greater world 
around them and become an activist for the causes they care about. Please pay attention if 
you are attending class, do your best on all assignments turned in, and ask questions when you 
have them.  
 
Grading Scale:  
Student’s choice: Pass/Fail or number grade. 

Anticipated Weekly Course Schedule: 
 
Week Topic  
Week 1 What is Activism?   

Week 2 The United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals 

 

Week 3 Identifying Problems Locally  
Week 4 How to be Taken Seriously  
Week 5 The Benefit of Background Research  
Week 6 Nose to the Grindstone  

Week 7 Rejection and How to Cope  
Week 8 Crossing the Finish Line  
Week 9  Spreading the Word  
Week 10 Student Presentations  

 
 
 


