
Combining Harry Potter and Philosophy 
  
 
Grades:     8th – 10th     
Prerequisites:  This class is designed for students who have already read 

(and loved!) all seven Harry Potter books by J. K. Rowling. 
   

 
Day of Week:   Wednesday   
Time of Class:   1:00 – 2:30 pm ET 
Length of Class:   10 weeks   
Semester:    Fall 2022  
Tuition:    $250.00  
 
High School Credit:  .5 Social Sciences or Elective 
 
Class Dates: 
Week 1 – Week of August 29 
Week 2 – Week of September 5  
Week 3 – Week of September 12 
Week 4 – Week of September 19 
Mid-Semester Break – Jewish High Holidays 
Note:  ALL the Jewish Holidays fall during the week this year and the way they hit there is 
an extra-long mid-semester break.  Teachers will be giving a long-term project for students to 
work on during this time. 
Week 5 – Week of October 24 
Week 6 – Week of October 31 
Week 7 – Week of November 6 
Week 8 – Week of November 14 
Week 9 – Week of November 28 
Week 10 – Week of December 5 
Make-Up Week – Week of December 12 
  
 
Instructor’s Name:  Sarah Rosenson    
Instructor’s Email:  sarah@SarahsClass.net   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Description of Class:  
Philosophy means "the love of wisdom," and the questions philosophers ask are some of the 
most fundamental questions of life.  Studying philosophy helps students expand their 
worldviews, form their own moral codes, and develop their critical thinking skills.  One 
great way for students to delve into these ideas and concepts is through the lens of a 
favorite work of literature.   
 
Please note that I am also teaching a class called “Philosophy and Fantasy:  The Hobbit and 
Ender’s Game” in the winter term on Open Tent Academy if you are interested in 20 weeks on 
these topics.  Each course stands on its own, so you can take either one alone, or both. 
 
Class Approach:  
This will be a discussion-based class looking at a different topic in philosophy each week.  
We will first discuss a question or idea in general, and then apply what we've discussed to 
the world of Harry Potter.  Students should have already read the novels and should come to 
class prepared to share their views in a lively conversation, just like Hermione Granger 
would!  
 
Additional Supplies/Resources Needed:    
Students will be provided with a resource booklet of quotations we will use during the 
course. 
 
Requirements:  
Students will be required to participate in class discussions, and to do all assignments in a 
timely manner. 
 
 
Weekly Homework:  
Approximately one to two hours per week.  Assignments will include short writing assignments 
in response to our discussions. 
 
Homework Policy:   
Assignments will be given at the end of each class and will be due by the beginning of the next 
class.   

Anticipated Weekly Course Schedule: 
 
Week Topic  
Week 1 Introduction to philosophy, and some of the ancient Greek philosophers’ 

ideas on love, a major theme in Harry Potter 
 



Week Topic  
Week 2 Harry Potter and ethics:  Utilitarian ethics, the rule-based approach to 

ethics, and Dumbledore 
 

Week 3 Feminist theory in the magical world  
Week 4 Plato’s thoughts on leadership:  who would make a good Minister of 

Magic? 
 

Week 5 Education theory:  in what ways does Hogwarts provide a great education, 
and in what ways is it lacking? 

 

Week 6 Our choices versus our abilities, self-knowledge, and the delusional 
Dursleys 

 

Week 7 Aristotle on the virtues, and Harry’s courage  
Week 8 The Society for the Promotion of Elfish Welfare: 

Discrimination, Indifference, and Social Justice 
 

Week 9  What is real?  Harry and Dumbledore’s conversation in the “train station”  
Week 10 Wrap up  
 
 


