
Jane Austen and Philosophy 
  
 
Grades:    9th – 12th     
Prerequisites:  Students should already have read Pride and Prejudice, and 

be familiar with the plots of the novels Sense and 
Sensibility and Persuasion, either by reading them or by 
watching the 1995 movies of those novels, which are 
available on YouTube and other streaming platforms. 

 
Day of Week:   Wednesday   
Time of Class:   1:00 pm to 2:30 pm ET 
Length of Class:   5 weeks  
Semester:    Spring 2023 
Tuition:    $125.00 
 
Class Dates: 
Week 1 – Week of April 17 
Week 2 – Week of April 24 
Week 3 – Week of May 1 
Week 4 – Week of May 8 
Week 5 – Week of May 15 
Make Up Week– Week of May 22 
 
Instructor’s Name:    Sarah Rosenson    
Instructor’s Email:  Sarah@SarahsClass.net    
 
  
 
 
Description of Class:  
Philosophy means "the love of wisdom," and the questions philosophers ask are some of the 
most fundamental questions of life.  Studying philosophy helps students expand their 
worldviews, form their own moral codes, and develop their critical thinking skills.  One 
great way for students to delve in to these ideas and concepts is through the lens of a 
favorite work of literature.  In this five-week class we will discuss philosophical concepts 
and questions and apply them to the world of Jane Austen’s novels.  (And we may find a 
few minutes to discuss our favorite film adaptations!) 
 
Class Approach:  
This will be a discussion-based class looking at a different topic in philosophy each week.  
We will first discuss a question or idea in general, and then apply what we've discussed to 



the world of Jane Austen.  Students should come to class prepared to share their views in a 
lively conversation, just like Elizabeth Bennet would!  
 
Additional Supplies/Resources Needed:   
Students will be given a resource booklet of quotations we will discuss in class. 
 
Requirements:   
Students will be required to participate in class discussions, and to do all assignments in a 
timely manner.  Students should already have read Pride and Prejudice, and be familiar with 
the plots of the novels Sense and Sensibility and Persuasion, either by reading them or by 
watching the 1995 movies of those novels, which are available on YouTube and other 
streaming platforms. 
 
Weekly Homework:   
Approximately one to two hours per week.  Assignments will include short writing assignments 
in response to our discussions. 
 
Homework Policy:   
Assignments will be given at the end of each class, and will be due by the beginning of the next 
class.   

Anticipated Weekly Course Schedule: 
 
Week Topic  
Week 1:   
 
 

We will explore different types of injustice that existed in Jane Austen’s 
time, and in ours, particularly those affecting women.   
 

 

Week 2:   What exactly is a secret, and when is it ethical or unethical to keep secrets 
from other people? 

 

Week 3:   
  

Modern philosophers have asked what role luck plays in judging how 
ethical people are, when a big part of what they do depends on factors 
beyond their control.   

 

Week 4:   The ancient Greek philosopher Aristotle thought that we should cultivate 
positive character traits in ourselves in just the right amount.  We will 
discuss a number of these virtues, including sense, sensibility, pride, . . . . 
you get the idea!   
 

 

Week 5:   What is the difference between influence and persuasion, and how does 
this relate to the political philosophy of John Stuart Mill, and his ideas 
about freedom of speech?       
 

 



 


