
Ethics Thought Experiments:  The Trolley Problem and Beyond 
  

 
Grades:    8th – 10th      
Day of Week:   Tuesday   
Time of Class:   3:00 to 4:30 pm ET 
Length of Class:   10 weeks   
Semester:    Winter 2024 
Tuition:    $250.00 
High School Credit:  .5 Social Sciences / Elective 
 
Class Dates: 

Week 1: Week of January 8 

Week 2: Week of January 15 

Week 3: Week of January 22 

Week 4: Week of January 29 

Week 5: Week of February 5 

Week 6: Week of February 12 

Week 7: Week of February 19 

Week 8: Week of February 26 

Week 9: Week of March 4 

Week 10: Week of March 11 

Make-Up Days: Week of March 18 

 
Instructor’s Name: Sarah Rosenson    
Instructor’s Email:  sarah@SarahsClass.net   
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Description of Class:     
In this ten-part class, thought experiments and hypotheticals will lead us into discussions on real world ethical 
dilemmas.  If you’re a fan of the show The Good Place, this is definitely the class for you, and if you’ve never seen 
the show, you will enjoy this class too! 
 
Studying ethics is incredibly fun, and it also develops critical thinking and logical reasoning skills.  But most importantly, 
studying ethics helps people develop their own moral codes. 
 
Every one of us has to make ethical choices throughout our lives.  There is an ethical dimension to every aspect of life, 
whether it is our relationships with friends and family, our academic lives, or our jobs.  We have to make choices about 
what actions to take; we have to decide what is right and what is wrong.  The goal of this course is to give you tools to 
use when you are faced with these kinds of decisions.  We will explore some of the most important philosophies of 
ethics, and we will see how thought experiments relate to very real, concrete situations.   
 
This is a discussion class--there will not be any lectures.  We will use thought experiments, or hypothetical ethical 
dilemmas, to focus our discussions on various questions and ideas in ethics.  Students should come to class prepared to 
actively participate. 

 
Students should expect approximately one hour of homework per week.  Assignments will include short writing 
assignments in response to our discussions. 

 

Anticipated Weekly Course Schedule: 

 
Week Topic  

Week 1 How do you figure out whether you’re dealing with a situation that has a clear right and 
wrong? 

 

Week 2 True ethical dilemmas, with strong arguments on both sides, often fall into recognizable 

patterns that can help us analyze them 

 

Week 3 The famous Trolley Problem  

Week 4 Should self-driving cars be programmed to protect the passengers inside the car, or the 

pedestrians outside the car, if their brakes fail? 

 

Week 5 The Utilitarian approach to ethics, and its advantages and disadvantages  

Week 6 The rule-based approach to ethics, and its advantages and disadvantages  

Week 7 Rationalizations:  how we convince ourselves something is perfectly ethical when deep 

down we know it’s not 

 

Week 8 The Cooperative approach to ethics  

Week 9  More thought experiments, guided by student interest  

Week 10 Wrap up  
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